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75 SHALL give thee the Heathen for 
thine Inheritance, and the uttermo 


Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. (a) 
For from the Riſing of the Sun even 


nunto the going down of the ſame, my 
Name ſhall be great among the Gentiles, 


and in every Place Incenſe ſhall be offered 


unto my Name, and a pure. Offering : for 

my Name ſhall be great among the Hea- 

then, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. (b) 
Aud they ſhall come from the Eaſt, and 


from the Weſt, and from the North, and 


from the South, and ſhall ſit down in the 


Kingdom of GOD. (c) 


For the Hour cometh, and now is, when 


the true Worſhippers ſhall worſhip the 
Father in Spirit and in Truth, #4 te 


Father ſecketh ſuch to worſhip him. (d) 
60 D is no Reſpeder of Perſons: But 
in every Nation, he that feareth him 


aud worketh KRighteonſnefs Jhall be ſaved, 


TO, Alt 


=) a) Pſ. ii. 8. (b) Mal, i. 11. (c) Luke Kill. 
(4) Jom iy. 23. (e) Acts x. „ 


1K 
All the Ends of the Earth ſhall ſee the 


Salvation of our GOD. (f) 


 Feſus Chriſt he is Lord of all. ( ) 


#/ hofoever liveth and belicveth on me 
ſhall never die. (h) 


But how ſhall they believe in zin of 
whom they have not heard * My People 


are deftroyed for Lack of . | 
Flow jhall they hear without a Preacher. 


4) 


As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo 


ſend I you. (k) 
6o ye and teach all Nations, whatſo- 
ever 1 have commanded you. (I) 
Ye are my Friends, if ye do | whatſo- 
ever I command you. (m) 
All Power 1s given unto me in Heaven 
and in Earth. And lo, I am with you 
alway evenunto the End of the World. (1) 
Mere I am there Mall alſo my Ser- 
vant r 

They that turn many to Righteouſneſi 
hall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Fir- 


mament and as the Stars for ever and 
ever, (0) 


-(f)-Ifa. Hi. 11. (8) Acts x. 35. (h) John 


xi. 26. (i) Mal. iv. 6. Rom. x. 14. (k) John 


XE. 21. (1) Matih. XXviii. 19. 20. (m) John 
xv. 14. (n) "up xü. 26. (o) Dan. Xil. 3. 


RX TRACT; ac: 


HE Love of GOD is of ſo communi- 
cative a Nature, that ſuch as poſſeſs it, 
cannot but wiſh to bring, if poſſible, all Man- 
kind to the Enjoyment thereof, And the fame 
Spirit, who is a Spirit of Love, being alſo a 
Spirit of Power, and of a ſound Mind, will 
not fail to animate. a true Labourer in the 
Work of the Goſpel, to attempt, at leaſt, the 
real Converſion of his Fellow Creatures. As 
the Spirit of Love will make him willing ; fo 
the Spirit of Power will make him able, and the 
Spirit of Moderation will make him wiſe in 
the Diſcharge of ſo good a Deſign, Wherever 
theſe Three go link'd together Hand in Hand, 
as it were, there Means will be found in Time, 
to remove ſuch Lets and Obſtacles, at the Sight 
whereof humane Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Faith, 
will be apt to ſtart back. Humane Adivity 
left to it ſelf, is like a Pilot that quits the Helm 
at the Approach of a Storm, and ſets the Ship 
A adrift 


ha. 
adrift at the Mercy of the Billows : Whereas 
he that acts on a more heavenly Principle 
ſtands to his I ackle, and bears up againſt foul 
and tempeſtuous Weather. And though he be 
toſſed a while about by Croſſes and Trials; yet 
may he even then feel a ſecret Hope to ſupport _ 
him under them, and gain ſome Proſpect of 
becoming more than a Conqueror at laſt. 
g. 21. This Spirit of LO E is undoubtedly. 
one of the firſt and chief Quali fi cations of a 
true Miſhonary, Wherever this Love is be- 
come the grand and moving Principle, there 
the Soul hath a conſtant Monitor, to act upon 
a good and ſolid Foundation, and to make 
every Thing ſubſervient to the ain and ulti- 
mate Eid, St. Auſtin ſays upon this Occa- 
fon : (o) © Whoſoever ſincerely loveth his 
_ * Neighbour, ſhould make this his Buſineſs, 
that his Neighbour as well as himſelf, might 
© allo love God with all his Heart, with all his 
Soul, and with all his Mind.“ This pure 
Tove would prove the Sum of the whole Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and qualify the Soul both for 
receiving and improving ſuch Talents, as the 
Lord ſhould be pleaſed to beſtow on ever) 
one, for the mutual Edification of the bel 
8 F. 22. 


—— 


(e) Quiſguis rede proximum diligit, hoc cum eo debet 
agere, ut eliam ipſe toto cor de, tota anima, tota ments, 
diligat Deum. De Doctr. Chriſt. 4. J. cap. 22. 


1 
F. 22. Some have obſerved on this Occaſion, 
that of all the Aſian Churches, none comes off 
without a Reproof, but the Angel of Smyrna 
and Philadelphin. The firſt of thoſe ſeems 
to ſet forth the State of the Church under 
Croſſes and Tribrlations ; (>) and the latter, 
that State wherein the Spirit of Brotherly 
Love begins to revive and to get the Aſcendant 
over the Spirit of Rancour and Party. It is 
certain, that worldly Splendor and Greatneſs 
hath generally impaired the i7trinfick Worth 
of the Church; when Croſſes and Trials have 
cleared it from Intruders and Hypocrites, and 
preſerved the efferitial Parts in Health and 
5 FÄ COON Sound- 
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(p) Smyrna ſignifies Myrrh, Matth. ii 11, and this 
is from the Hebrew 19 Bitter or Bitterneſs. It ſets 
forth that Period, wherein the Church taſtes of the Cup 
of Afliction, and ſeems to repreſent the Time of the 
Ten great Perſecutions under the Pagan Emperors, till 
Conſtantine embraced the Chriſtian Faith. It was then 
that the Perſecution ceaſed; but another Temptation, 
far more dangerous, was brought into the Church by 
the Enemy of Souls. For it was then the Church be- 
gan to be e Tepyamy, in an elevated State, where» 
by ſhe was tempted to a Love of worldly Greatneſs, 
and other ſiniſter Ends, creeping in under the Cloak of 
doing Honour to Religion. As Myrrh was formerly 
_ uſed to embalm the Bodies of Men, and to preſerve 
them from Putrefadion; fo did Affliction preſerve the 
Church from that ſpiritual Roftenneſs, to which ſoon 
after, in the State of worldly Proſperity, ſhe did by 


little and little decline. 


—— — —- mand — — — — 
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Soundneſs, It was for this Reaſon the famous 


Francis Xavier, commonly ſtyled the Apoſtle 
of the Indies, uſed to ſay, that Proſperity 


was always formidable, even in the moſt 
pious Undertakings : That Perſecution was 
more deſirable, and a much ſurer Mark * 
Chriji”s Diſciples. 

(. 23, The State of enlarged Love and Be- 
nignity, as it is a moſt noble Character of a 


Miſſionary of Chriſt ; fo it takes off, or mode- 


rates at leaſt, the Spirit of Envy and Par. 
tiality, apt to mingle with the like Under- 
takings. Tis but too well known, how emi- 
nently thoſe of the Roman-Catholick Church 
have Papatiznd themſelves, by ſending their 


Miſſionaries to the moſt diſtant Parts of the 


World; and how they have overcome the 


moſt obſtinate Difficulties that uſe to attend 
Attempts of this Nature. What Principle 
they have acted upon, and with what Dexterity 
they have managed it, I ſhall not here inquire, 
*Tis certain, that many compaſs Sea and Land 
to make one Proſelyte ; and when he i, made, 
they make him twofold more the Child of Hell 


than themſelves. Which Spirit of Partiality, - 
as it very much ſours the mind, and renders 
it unfit for propagating true Wiſdom ; (for 


this is without Par Hality, Jam. iii. 17. 4 o 


—— 


nn — 


"I q) Xavier's 1 made Engliſh by Droden, Book I, 


1 

it ſpreads itſelf too much through all the Par- 
ties of CHriſtendom: Many are more concern'd 
about propagating their peculiar May of Wor- 
ſhip, with ſome little external Formalities, than 
the TRUT A as it iin FESUS ; and ſo make 
but ſorry Work towards promoting the Cauſe 

of Chriſt, and the Good of the Church univerſal. 
FS. 24. A Spirit of Catholick Love and Be- 
nignity, which is ſo neceſſary for propagating 
the Goſpel, will inſpire the Mind with manl 

and generous Deſigns. and free it from thoſe 
mean and ſiniſter By-Ends, of Profit, Party, 
and Honour, which are apt to break the beſt- 
conſtituted Projects. For let the Undertaking 
be never ſo noble, and the Method to act by, 
never fo wiſely forecaſt; if it falls under the 
Management of Hands polluted with baſe and 
mercenary Ends, it will hardly work a ſpiri« 
tual Converſion of Souls. Alas! what can be 
expected from Men influenced in what they 
do with worldly Reſpect, having the Eye fixed 
on no other Mark, than the getting a Living? 

However, if Men wrought upon by irregular 
and ſelfiſh Motives, go ſo great a Length, as 
to venture Life and Limb for obtaining their 
Eads; who would not rationally infer, that 
the Spirit of God, and the Ardor of pure 

Love, might influence ſincere Souls fo far, as 
to act at leaſt with as great a Forwardneſs 
from a ſound Principle, as others do from a 

ſelfiſh and corrupt one? 
9. 25. A true DISCERNING . 
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of the Work of Grace in the inward State of 


Zouls, as it is unqueſtionably a moſt neceſſary 
Qualification in all ſuch as are intruſted with 
the Cure of Souls; fo 'tis eſpecially required 


in thoſe that are 6 manage a People, pre- 


poſſeſſed with head-ſtrong Prejudices againſt 


Th Truth of Chriſtianity, But in order to 
this, it would be neceſſary a Mifjionary ſhould 


have firlt a {ound Knowledge of the Motions 


of his own Soul, and of the various Strata- 


cpa Turnings, and Windings of corrupt 


ature, before he preſumed to make an Ex- 


periment on others. Upon the whole: He 
ought to be acquainted with the State of the 
Soul fallen in Adam, as well as with the Re- 


covery thereof by Chriſt, and with the whole 


 Oeconomy and Method of its Reſtoration. 
This will enable a Mifionary to declare to 
others the Movings of G: ace he has felt upon 
his own Soul. And this will undoubtedly af. 
fect the Hearers more than all the Arts and 
polite Preaching ever could do. I his ſpiri- _ 
rual Scrutiny of Souls will open to him, ſo. 


woful a Scene of the Depth or Man's Corrup- 


tion, that he will do what he can to bi ing him 


over tu a ſaving Knowledge of CHRIST, 


rather than to a few external Formalities, un- 


able to heal a wounded. Conſcience. For a 


Man may be incorporated. into one Form, or 
into another; and yet perhaps never find him 


ſelf 1 Ing: afted into Chriſt, 45 a Branch into the 


Vine, uy order to draw from him that healing 
0 Vir tue, 


Virtue, which 3 is defighed for a Sinner's Soul. 


He may leave one, and embrace another Con- 
feſſion, whilſt he continues void of a found 


_ Converſion to God. 'Tis {till the ſame Man, 
though wrapt up in another C loak: And till 
he is as much a Stranger as ever to that Con- 


verſion, which is from Darkneſs to Light, 


from the Power of Satan to God, and from 
Death to Life, as the Apoſtles uſe to ſet forth 


the Terms of Reconciliation betwixt God and 


the Soul, and which a Miniſter of the Goſpel 
6-20 inculcate on thoſe whom he deſigns to 


convert. 


.-J0; Any Perſon therefore deſigned for 


the Work of the Miſſion, ſhould have a more 


Free and enlarged Education, than what is 


commonly practiſed ainong us. He ſhould be 


uſed to view Religion in its primitive Ampli- 


tude, before it was broke into Parties, and 


clogged with the Inventions of Men. The 


Effect hereof would be, that having Religion 


drawn from the Source, he would the better 
convey it to others again in_the ſame Goodnels 
and Purity If this be neglected, and a Man 


be too th ictly tied down to a partial Scheme 


of Religion, it may prove an Occaſion of many 


dangerous Conſequences. Not every Scheme 


which may be of Uſe in Europe, is fit to be uſed 


among Heathens and Infidels, where the Ex- 
| Ternals and Circumſtantials muſt be varied, as 


the Exigency of Times and Perſons doth re- 
quire, If a Man would defend and n 


CCC . — 


Church of Rome, embrace the 
Proteſtants, do, of thoſe and the like Diſor- 
ders, moſt viſibly convince us. WR 


1 
à particular Scheme in India, with the ſame 
Vehemency as it is commonly done in Europe, 


2 a Heathen might eaſily be induced to believe, 
as if this was the Subſtance of Religion, and 


the very vital Part of the Chriſtian Faith. He 


would be in Danger to acquieſce in a Form, 


in a Scheme, in a Name and verbal Con fe ſſi on, 
inſtead of 7E SUS CHRIST himſelf, and of 
the Religion he hath taught us. The Con-. 


verſion of moſt of thoſe Profelytes, (to men- 


tion this by the Way) who —_ quitted the 
onfeſſion of 


$ 27. Their Converſion, ſuch as it gene- 


rally is, ought to be look'd upon with an Eye 
of e . Thoſe that gain over ſuch a 


Man, do often pride themſelves upon having 


gained a Pro/ſilyte ; and the Profelyte thus ' 
gained, prides himſelf upon the Merit of his 
Change : Though perhaps neither he himſelf, 


nor the Perſon that turned him, is thoroughly 
acquainted with the eſſential Part of Piety, 


and the Terms wherein the grand Work of 
Converſion doth move. And ſince that Com- 
munion which he leaves, never gave him a 
ſound Education; and the Proteſtants, to 
whom he turns, being too careleſs to teach 
him the Knowled'e of Truth which is after 
Godlineſs; lie no Wonder to ſee him rove 
about in the Circle of various Opinions, (for 
what he quits, and what he takes in, is iz him 


nothing 


(9. 


nothing but an Opinion, leaving no divine Im- 


preſſion upon the Mind':) and hardly gets be · 
yond the Sphere of a meer Notional Divinity. 
He perhaps ſhakes off one Sort of Idolatry, 


and reſts in another, which is more refined, 


but no leſs dangerous. And whilſt he is ſuf- 


fered to value hunſelf upon a bare Change of 


the Externals, be at the ſame I ime ſets up 
Within him the Idol of a vain Preſumption, a 
Thing exceedingly deſtructive of the Power 
and Life of Religion. He knows now as much 
(that is, as little as before) of unfeigned Re- 
pentance, of a living Faith, of Regencra- 
tion, of Self-denial, of Mortification, of the 
daily renewing of our mind, of the Croſr, 
and Imitation of Ch:1i/ft, and of other ſubſtan- 
tial Points of Religion, which the Lord pre- 


. ſcribed to thoſe, whom he HT SELF initiated 
into his Communion. On the contrary, he 
acquieſces in the Sentiments of others. He 
changes only his Party, being never more for- | 
ward to take Things upon Pruſt, than in Mat- 


ters of Faith. So pliant and ductile is the de- 


ceitful Nature of Man ! It ſuffers itſelf to be 
moulded and modelled into various Forms, ' 
provided it can but eſcape the Work of a 


' REAL Converſion, fo troubleſome to its 


. earthly Propenſions, and ſo contrary to its 


whole Byaſs. . 

9. 28. As in other Reſpects, ſo particularly 
in bringing Souls over to a wholſome Know- 
ledge of God, Pris * weer to diſtinguiſh 


bet wixt is 


—_———_ —— — 
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T4) 
betwixt the Eſſential and the Acceſſory Points 
of Religion. If a Miſionary can but attain 


to the firſt, in his Application to the Heathen, 


the latter will ſoon be ſettled on a convenient 
Footi g. It would be likewiſe of ſingular Uſe 
to diſtinguifh betwixt the Errors of the Mill, 
and of the Underſtanding If the Obſtinacy 


and rebellious Stubbornneſs of the Vill was 


but in ſome Degree removed, the Iutellechmal 
Part would ſoon be redreſſed, and influenced 


by a divine Light: But if the fir {t be neglect- 
ed, and the latter only ſtored with ſpeculative 


Notions about Church and Religion ; the (fo 


called) Converſion, ſpringing up > from: thence, 
will certainly prove but a forry and ſuperficial 


Work, and inſtead of clearing the Mind from 


Error and Prejudice, will give it a wrong Byaſs, 
_ and indiſpoſe it as muchas ever it was, for the 
Reception of a foimd and ſaving Knowledge. 


$. 29. A CONVERSATION conform. 
able to the Doctrine the Miſhonary is to 


preach, 1s another, and a truly illuſtrious Cha- 


racter of a faithful Diſpenſer of the Myſteries 
of Chrift in the Pann World. For after all, 
it muſt be the Heavenly Manners that will : 


prove the capital and moſt legible Letters ; 


from the right Diſpoſal and Connexion where. 


ef, a Heathen will be able to ſpell out the 
ſoundeſt Converſion at laſt. Theſe alone can 
_ deſcribe Religion to the Life. They will be 
attended with many noble Attratfives and 


Arong, Convidrions, exceedingly affecting the 
Spirits 
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Spirits of che moſt ignorant people. The Zi fe 
of a Miſſionary or Miniſter of the Goſpel will be 


the beſt Comment upon what he teaches, and his 


Converſation the fitteſt Vehicle to convey d wn 


the moſt unwelcome Truths. He will wipe off 


thereby that diſmal Stain, wherewith our de- 
generate Chriſtians have difgraced true Re- 


ligion. Thoſe who have been concerned with 
the Propagation of the Goſpel in the Heathen 
World, or been Eye-Witnefles at the ſame 
"Time of the vicious Lives of Chriſtians in 
thoſe Parts, have left moſt woful Complaints 
upon that Head, and have ſet forth the Hin- 
drance reſaltivg from thence as almoſt inſu- 
perable. And it is by Reaſon of theſe horrid 
Villanies of Chriſtians. beſotted with the Pur. 
ſuit of Pleaſures and Riches in Eaſt and Me ſt- 
India, that the Name of .Chri/# has been ren - 


dered ſcandalous to a Proverb. (7) 


g. 30 The Gentleman that ittended Sic 
| 4 Pons Roe, | in his E to the Great Mo- 


Sul, 1 


2 6—ͤ— 


(7) Vd. e multis jo. a iis: * i 2 
rum ſalute. lib 11. n | 


Heu. 91 Admositio de vocatione Ethnicorum 2 Ju- 


 deorum ad fidem chriſhanam, Cap. VIII. pag. 285, 


294 &c. 


Tavernier Relation au Japon, Pag. „ 8, „ Felt & * 


paſhim 
EXavieri ee. Edit. Aughtc. Lib II. 


p 9 
D. Mather 65 of Nen. Englund, in Mr, Eliot 
fe; &c. e 
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( 12 ) 
gul, in the Time of King James I. and about 54 
the Year 1615, confirms the ſame, in his De- 
ſcription of the Territories of that Prince: 
(f) It is a moſt ſad and horrible Thing, ſays 
he, to conſider what Scandal there is brought | 
upon the Chriſtian Religion, by the . ooſe- A NLP 
© neſs and Remiſneſs, by the Exorbitances of 
many which come amongſt them who profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians ; of whom I have often 
heard the Natives (who live near the Port 
© where our- Ships arrive) ſay thus in bruken 
Engli ſb, which they have gotten : Chriſtian 
Religion, Devil Religion; Chriſtian much 
© drunk; Chiiſtian much do wrong, much 
beat, much abuſe others.% Where he alſo 
takes Notice, of the exact Juſtice and Honeſty 
of the Hindooes, or Heathens trading with the 
_ Chriſtians : 1 hoſe, after having ſet the loweſt. 
Rate upon the Goods expoſed to Sale, and be- 
ing yet offer'd far leſs by the Chriſtians in theſe 
Bargainings, were apt to ſay : What, doſt thou 
think me a Chriſtian, that I would go about 
to deceive thee? Where this Author at laſt. 
concludes : * Truly, it is a ſad Sight there, to 
© behold a drunken Chri/tian, and a ſober 
Indian; a temperate Indian, and a Chriſtian 
given up to his Appetite: an Indian that is 
juſt and ſquare in his Dealing, a Chriſtian 
Fe Eu it oil cf ig! ad lol == ye 0 "mor 
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(5) Voyage to Eaſt- India,. added to the Travels of 
Pietro della Valle, and printed in Engliſh 1665, 


m_—_ 


- 


43) 


© not ſo; 2 laborious Indian, and' an idle 


* Chriſtian, as if he were born only to fold 
his Arms. O what a. ſad Thing is it for 


* Chriſtians to come ſhort of Indians, even in 
© Moralities! come ſhort of thoſe, who them. 


© ſelves believe to come ſhort of Heaven !? _ 
9. 31. Alas! how would it. be poſlible to 
propagate the Soundneſs of Religion by Words, 
whilſt the Life ſpreads nothing but a Contagion 
of ſpiritual Diſeaſes and Maladies? To ſet oat 


the Luſtre and'Noblenefs of the Chriſtian Faith, 
Whilſt the Chriſtian's Manneis do darken its 

Light with Sin and Senſuality? To declare the 
Dignity of a ſpiritual Religion, and yet abandon 


the Life to the baſe Government of the Senſes? 
To fix the Minds of others upon a future 
World, and yet at the ſame Time be entirely 


taken up with the Concerns of the preſent? 


9. 32+ This moſt obſtinate Prejudice will 
never be removed, but by a Life ſuited to the 


Doctrine of Chriſtianity. 7Twas St. Paul's 
Exhortation to Timothy, 1 Epilt. iv. 12. Be 
thou an Example of the Believers in Word, in 
_ Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, 
in Purity. And the ſame Apoſtle bids Titus, 


Chap. ii. 7. to be a Pattern of good IVorks, 


&c.—that he that is of the contrary Part 


may be aſiamed; having no evil Things to 
ſay of you. The Power of Religion burning 
within, and ſhining thro? the Manners and 


_ Converſation without, carries a ſecret Sting of 
a ſtrong Conviction with it, and is the fitteſt 


B | | | Means. 
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WE 


Means to ſoften a hardened Sinner, -at leaſt 


into ſome Approbation of a divine Life. Good 


Examples, wherever they appear, uſe to ftir 


up a Spirit of holy Emulation, and are gene- 


rally accompanied with ſome attractive Virtue, 
to awaken others to Imitation. It is a cer- 


© tain and experienced Truth, (to expreſs my 


Mind in the Words of Friſe excellent Lord 


Chief Juſtice Hales) (t) © that Virtue and 


* 


Goodneſs, eſpecially that of Humility, hath 
a ſecret Party and Intereſt, even in the worſt 
of Men ; and Men ſecretly love, or at leaſt. 
approve it in another, though they practi ſe 
it not themſelves. For Virtue, Goodneſs, 
and Humility, hath a ſecret Congruity to 
the true and genuine Frame of the humane 
Nature; and though Men's Luſts and Paſ- 
ſions may in a great Meaſure obſcure the 
Conſonancy to it, they can never extinguiſh 
it ; but the Mind and Conſcience wall give 
4 fer et Suffrage to it, wherever he finds it.“ 
g. 33. I here is another 2nalification of a 


true Mi ſſionary and Ambaſſador of Chriſt, 


which we cannot here altogether omit, and: 
whereby every one that takes on him this Of- 


fice, ought firſt to try and examine bimſelf. 
This is, the Spirit of Martyrdom. Without 
this, no great Advantage can be expected in 

ſo weighty an Undertaking. Had not the Pro- 


Theta and Apdſt. es been ready, on all Occa- 
ſions, 
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ons, to ſeal their Teſtimony with their Lives, 
and boldiy confeſs the Truth without Fear, 
they wou'd have gained but few Proſelytes 
for certain, if any at all. And we ſhould have 


been in as groſs a Darkneſs at this Day, as the 
molt ignorant Heathen, whether in the Eaſt or 


the Weſt, whom we pretend to have a Charity 
for. But if indeed we have a true Charity for 
them, and ſeek, as we ought, the eternal Sal- 


vation of their Souls, benighted and loſt in ſo 


thick a Darkneſs, we ſhall not be und illing to 


lay down our Lives for them, and for ſo glo- 


rious an End; being ourſelves herein no 


| Loſers at all, but, on the e Gainers to 


the higheſt Degree. 


§. 34. Wherefore a true Mifionary, both | 


for” the Enlargement of the Kingdom of his 


Lord, and for the Joy that is laid up for him- 
_ felf, will endeavour above all Things with 


Patience to run the Race that is ſet before 
bim, and looking ftedfaſtly to Chiift, the 
Author and Finiſher of his Faith, as well as 
of his Miſſion, will, after the Example of that 


great Cloud of Mar tyrs, with which he ſtands. 
compaſſed abont, offer up his Body upon ſuch 
Conſiderations as theſe, and endure the Croſs, 
without being wearied in his Mind : He will 


. cheerfully reſiſt unto Blood, and not accept 
Deliverance, that he may obtain a better Re- 


ſurredtion, and that Crown which is preſerved. 


for thoſe that continue faithful to the End. 
Le is fully convinced, that he cannot in ſuch a 
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Cauſe loſe his Life, without finding it: As, on 
the contrary, if he would ſave it here, it would 


de the moſt ready Way to loſe it hereafter. 
He will wiſely conſider, that there is no other 


_ Way (eſpecially under ſuch Circumſtances as. 
his are) for him to find Life, but by volunta- 
rily Joſing it, and by preſenting his Body to be 
a Sacrifice for the Cauſe of God and his Truth. 

He is to remember on this Occaſion the Saying 
of the Lord: The good Shepherd giveth his 
Life for the Sheep, (John x. 11, 13.) there-- 
by diſtinguiſhing himſelf from the Hireling, 
who will flee, and, through Fear, leave the: 
Sheep, when he ſces the Wolf coming upon 
them. He knows, that by overcoming Death; 
his Life ſhall be hid with Chriſt, ſo that it may 
be the more glorioully diſplayed: hereafter: 

And that after this Victory, and patient. Con. 
tintuance in Nell-doing, he ſhall obtain Glory, 
Honour, and inmo/ rality, with eternal Life 
mat... 4 
Let therefore a Gazers 1 in 
the W ork of the Goſpel, fear none of thoſe 
Things which perhaps he ſhall ſuffer ; but re- 
member continually what his Lord hath de- 
clared for his conſtant Encouragement : Be 


thou faithful unto the Death, and F will give 


thee a Crown of Life. Let bim go on coura- 
-gioully to the End, by keeping the Ford of 
_ Chrift's Patience, and copying unweariedly af. 
ter the Pattern he hath leſt him. Let him 
Hold faſt what he hath, and anſwer the Grace 
Which 
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which is given him, for calling the Heathen to 


Chriſt's Flock, and for delivering the Com- 
miſſion of Life to the Pr iſoners of Death. In 


a Word: They that would be found tue 
Mi ffionaries of Chriſt, muſt in their Meaſure 
ſeek to approve themſelves as the Apoſtles did 


of old; and in particular, as the Angels of 


Smyr na and Philadelphia, on whom no Fault 
was charged, becauſe they fainted not under 
the Croſs, but through Love triumphed over 


all Things. 


§ 36. Upon the whole: It doth manifeſtly 
appear, that a ſupernatural Aſſiſtance is of ab- 


ſolute Neceſſity, for Propagating the Goſpel of 
_ Chriſt in the Heathen World, and without 
which the beſt and moſt probable Methods will 
certainly come to nothing. Let Paul be never 


ſo good a Planter, and Jet Apollos, wi h never 


ſo much Concern, water what is planted by 

him; yet is neither Paul any Thing, nor 
Apollos, but God is ALL, and conſequently 
the Glory muſt be given to Him alone, who 
alone hath given the Increaſe. And again: 


Although God alone doth give the Increaſe, 
yet muſt Paul never grow weary of planting, 


nor Apollos of watering, but as Labourers of 
the Lord, diſcharge the Work conmitted to 


them, and in this Order expect a Bleſſing 


from above. Such a Labourer will then truly 


prove an Ambaſſador for Chriſt, by whom the 
Word of Reconciliation is to be brought to the 


| Gentiles, For as an Ainbaſſador doth not act 


"I 


in his own Name, Will, Strength, and Autho- 


rity, but in the Name and Authority of his 
Maſter ; fo will an Ambaſſador for Chriſt. 


$. 37- As an Ambaſſador of an earthly 
Prince is to be received according to his Cha- 


racter; and as his Word is to be regarded as 
the Word of the Prince himſelf; ſo will a Me/- 

fenger of Chriit anſwer his Character by a holy 
Life, and by an uncorrupt Declaration of the 
Word, (2 Cor. ii. 17.) juſtify the Meſſage which _ 
he is to deliver. And this will leave an awful 
Impreſſion ou thoſe to whom he is ſent. Mar- 
vellous are the Footſteps of Providence, which 
have always attended the Converſion of Nations 
to the Chriſtian Faith; that it might appear to 
be of GOD, and not of Man; and to con- 
vince us, that noching leſs than a divine Power 
is able to awaken a Soul from her Hpirittual 


Darkneſs, in order to receive a true Know- 


ledge of Chriſt; whom to know after the 
Spirit, is Life everlaſting ; and whom to ſerve 
according to this Knowledge, is both the higheſt 

_ Nobility, and moſt perfect Freedom. 
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F. 38. Wherefore if God hath put into the 
Hearts of any, an earneſt Deſire to advance his 


Glory, by Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge 
at Home or Abroad; let them not doubt, but 
God will alſo ſupport his own Motion in every 


one, and perfect his Work in the Midſt of all 


the united Oppoſitions that wicked Men and 
Devils can raiſe againſt it. | fo Sg. 
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